Becoming
(John 1:14)
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This flesh you bear so flagrantly today

will wear you down across the weary years
replete with tears and sudden terrors
leading to a fearful steep, crossed sticks,
tossed stones, and shattered bones,

to bear an everlasting name that never hurts
nor utters condemnation.

This too, that clings and wrinkles

with the wear and tearing of the days and decades,

for all its geologic faults and crannies,

climbs toward another hilltop where the dark descends,
all veils are ripped apart and, with a gasp,

compassion is reborn across the thighs

of history with all its hurting.
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